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TITERARY NOTES:

NATURAL RIGHTS. &

PROFESSOR RITCH'E ARGUES THAT
NONE EXISTS,

NATURAL RIGHTS, A Critlelsm of Bome Po-
litiea! and Ethical Conceptlons. By David G,
Mitehie, M. A, Professor of Logle and Meta-
physics “in the University  of 81 Andrews,
Fﬁ. xvl., o, Macmillan & Co. (Library of

iloxophy).

The Declaration of Inaependence asserts as
seif-evident truths that all men are created
equal and that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certaln inalienable rights which are
vsually mentioned in this country with eonsider-
able pomp and ceremony about the Fourth of
July. Professor Ritchie ingiste that there must
be sameé mistake about the matter, Even with
regard to life he seems to occupy the position
of that French Minigter who to an office-seeker's
plen that he mugt live replied, “I do not see
the necessity,” He mtimates that the Declara-
tion of Independence was really a declaration of

war, and that it must be viewed in the light of |
Statements which |

the struggle which followed,
max be quite true in a particular case are not,
therefore, trie for all tlmes und places. This s
fllustrated Ly the dogtrine of predestination
which troubles many at the present day. How
was it that an opinion which segms to sivor
of fatalism could have been the inepiration of
men who were the sturdiest defenders of lib-
erty In thelr time? Beciuge, answers Professor
Jtitchie, 1t put a fleree negative upon a bellef
which was sapping the gtrength of the Christian
world, If givine power alone could save men,
then the magical ¢ffect attributed to the minia-
trationg of the priesthood and the supersiitious
ohservance of rites was to be denled, and men
were free from a bondage in which they had
hitherto willlngly served Az a negation the
doetrine was of wonde=fu! value. But mow tha:
the abuses which it counteracted have beepn re-
moved in lnrge part, It has ceased to be a siimu-
lus to humanity and has hecame a burden. Tt
will easily be gueszsed that Professor Ritchie,
though anything but a disciple of Herbert Spen-
cor, 18 nevertheless an advocate of evolutin,
Eviry Ingtitution accepted by multitudes of men
in the past had its value for the people among
whom It exigted. It became a wrong only when
it outlasted ite usefulness. The most extreme
case of this sort in modern times wax that of
slavery, Under certain conditiong of life human
bondage was Indispensable to civiligation. It
was only when men had arrived at new condi-
tions that the evil of slavery became unen-
durabie, It wa® no wrong as long as It con-
tributed to the advancement of the race, and
the slave was not born with a right to freedom
when this right would have been an obgtacle Lo
progress. In short, man s not born with any
rights at all. He 18 born into a society which
has already been sel a-going, and he receives
the consideration under the slowiy changing
rules and methods of that soclety which he 15
in a position to exact. It 08 diMcnit to see how
Trofeseor Ritchie can avoid making right and
might exactly equivalent terms. Rut, of course,
his view of the case can he stated muore ten-
derly in a volume than in a paragraph, Cariyvie
thought he had answered the eritice who ac-
enged him of preaching that might 1= right hy
gaving that right I might. Tt was a preity
turn, but it did not serve. Professor Ritchie
seems 1o malntain thal a vight which rannat he
successfully negerted is no right. But it s pos-
plble that this defect may be the best proof of
natural right. The most elementary example is
that of an infant exposed by unnatural parents

to dle. This crime was (nee prevalent among
very highly civillzed people. Tt was put down
among the Arabs by Mahomet, butl Is st

common in Chipa. Owing o one of those am-
higuities which Professor Ritchle mentions, par-
ents might say that they only asserted a rvight
4in abandoning a burdensome babe. Tut the
right of the babe to a ohanee for iis tife would
be Indicated by a se1se of injustice among those
who found it exposed, emphatic enough in *ome
cases to save it from death. If it Is not vse lers
to judge all human nature by what can now Le
known of it, the compassion for an Infant under
such gircumstances s universal, though n f.me
raced and individuals it may have been aluiost
effaced hy usage. The nuestion is whether or
not there has alwaya been in the human mind a
sense of Injustice aroused by ecartain acts. To
1his senge of injustice there must be a corre-
sponding right on the part of thoze who suffer
from these acts,
But Professor Ritchie only eonsiders so-called
natural rights In the form asserted in modern
times In Europe and America, The controversy
goes back to the Reformation. That movement
was Inspired by the principle that the individual
must be left to choose for himself in religlous af-
falrs. It is easy to show that this principle can-
not logically be carried out. Heredity, education,
environment, forces which affect the mind =0
slowly a8 to be rarely matters of direct observa-
tlon, make the man what he Is. An Arablan
‘writer once imagined the case of a philosopher
who had neither father nor mother, but was barn
from the frult of a tree and raised to manhood
among the heasts of the field and the forest
But here the conditions of growth answer Lo
those of other mortals, and it would not fallow
that another philosopher born on a different tree
and raised in another Island would arvive at the
same conclusions in religlous metaphysics which
Abi Jaafer reached. Thus there Is no certalnty
that truth could be atiained without the com-
pulsion of gociety any more than within itg elrele,
But the assertion of the privileges of the Individ-
ual met the undue arrogance of the priesthood
and the pervasive tyranny of the social organism,
Men were so pleased with the notlon that they
.used it in politics as well as in religlon, Tt was as
good an argument agalnst princes as agalnst
poper. The use of it was not confined to any race.
Professor Ritchie holds up to ridicule the idea
that what Burke called metaphysic rights origi-
nated among the French., The English revolution-
§sts had sald the same thing in thelr tims, the anly
difference being that thelr jargon was religlons.
And out of their agitation In the years bhetween
1600 and 1658 had sprung a succession of philoso.
phers who taught the French a new dialect. Eng-
lish Levellers, like Lilburne, had not thought of
going back to A hypothetical begiuning of things
to find the state which they hoped to restore. On
the contrary, they sought the golden age among
the Anglo-Saxons before the Norman Conquest.
But that would not do for Hoebbes nor for Locke,
both of whom imagined a gtate of nature, the ane
as an argument for ahsolutism, the other as an
{deal of freedom. Locke's state of nature was
not perfect. He thought it a drawback that each
person had to be judge in his own case, though
he hardly ‘seems to have perceived how vlose he
came to ting Hobbe's principle that man's
first slate was that of universal war, Bul Locke
Inspired the French philosophers, and he so influ.
- enced the minds of the revolutionists in America
that they hardly thought of insisting on their
rights as Englishmen, 5o dttractive was the ap-
peal to nature,
\m::ai::‘:?l:h collects in one view the
Sateh and ¢ word nature and Iis corre-
and comes to the conclusion that Mr.
:q':m gt b’.,mm for saying that “Nature
rum ‘un' TU is really hard to say finto
_ what cranny & natural-rights philosopher might
not escape, If pressed by an opponent. But the
lagonist of natural righte has the saine facil-
- He cap misinterpret the meaning of what
Jefterson called 4 self-evident proposi-
, If the American rebels. who were the first

~to put the theorles and the very phraseology of

to practical usc, had been mere rheto-
riclans, they could hardly have done beiter tnan
they dld. They were appealing from English
royal and Parllamentary exactions to the publie
ppinfon of Europe. The latter was not at all
cunversant with the domestic usages of England,
but it waa In tempestuous agreement about the
rights of ; that Is, it was prepargd to kill

o

1 auybody that Attempted either to deny (r 10

|
[
{

define them. Moreaver, the Americans were
really very moderate in their assertime, They
alleged rights which they knew could be in-
vaded, but which they also knew were approxi-
mately attained in every state. luman iife is,
on the whole, profituble. FEven a tyrant, uniess
be s a victim of paresig, leaves most of his sub-
jecte undisturbed. A #lave has more liberty
than limitations. His master can drive him to
the field, but he cannot make him do moire than
a small measure of work, Thig has been demon-
strated. #0 often that it has even been used as
an argument agalnst slavery. When it comes
to the pursult of happiness, the thought af re-
stralnt i= absurd. The heaviest taskmaker can

Canly make Yie victime wretched a part of the

time,  And the fresst man on earth finds that
he has several other thing= to do besides look-
ing after happiness. Such rights are Inalienable
eimply berause human nature can never b
whally deprived of them, and every successful
assertlon of power on the part of thelr posgessors
adds to them. No ambigulty In the term “natu-
ral rights" affecte thie corclusion. There ig an
element of humor, however, In the fact that
they were Included In the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, The real question at jssue was wheth-
er Amerlen should be a self-governed country,
not whether ite individual eitlzens should have
all the rights they might wish to claim. But if
the statesmen of that day had said flatly and
piainly, without any metaphyeice, thut they
wished to ereate a constitution for themselves,
thelr prosale utterances  would  never have
stirred publle thought in Europe.

This is In accordance with Professor Rit Sl
view. It was not the abstract truth nor the uni-
versal valldity of the doctrine econcerning the
righte of man that made It ugeful in the eigh-
teenth century., The doctyine was simply the hes=t
expression that could be given to the thoughts of
the time. Now the world has outgrown . To
nssort these so-called righis Is to be gullty of an
anachranism. Hven If they are looked wpon as
rights which woull be guaranteed by soclety, if
soclety were what it ought o be, thelr asserilon
must still be put off 1o that indefinite time when
epelety shall he perfected. When goats swim In
the gea and fishes hrowss on the hilliops, when
every man's reason shall be in agreement With
the universal reason, then all these rights can be
asserted: or rather they will not need w hee
serted, for they will be granted without question,
At present the differences among human helngs
are &0 great that It s 4 mere formality to call
them equal. Freedom is only pogsible in a Lim-
{ted sense. ven the press cannot be allowed 19
publish everything, nor can every form of feliglm
he tolerated, The assertlon ef the right to lve
geems logleally to imply the right of sulcide alsoa;
hat that 1s not the view taken by the modern
world, though the geverity of the laws {s tem-
pered by the benevelent Iying of oo ner's Juries
who find mental abertation where none existed
Professor Ritchle 18 gevere on the conduct of the
United States In the matier of religlon.  He finds
that some®Biates bave laws which prevent man
from holding office unless they belleve noa future
gtate of rewards and punishments. It §s possible,
however, that office-holders might he Algrovered
even in those States who 4ld net believe in any-
thing. The treatment of the Mormaons he dwells
upon in particular as a violation af the religious
Hberty upon which the great Repubile plumes It-
eolf. He urges the opponents of polvgamy t)
transfer thelt sontiments to a sixtecs ry
Protestant or to a devout Catholie or to a et
Anglican. They will then un ferstand, he thiniks,
how the one hated the “idolatrous sacrifice of the
mass.” how the other t# horrifisd hy the licens
of divaree, and how the third shrinks from th:
Decoased Wife's Sieter blll.  He digcugses in s
cesajon the rights of publlc meetng, contract, e
sistance 1o oppression, equallly, properiy, show-
ing In cach casge that they are g lal. not naty-
ral, rights, and that thelr exerclge le limited in a
marked manncr by the organization of soclety
“The truth in the theory of natural vights” he
roncludes—"what gave the theory (12 practieal

value—~was the bellef In nature as an ideal. the |

belief In a divine purpose determining the ends
which man ghould set bhefore him, and the bellef
that this ideal, thiz divine purpore. could he di=-
covered by the uge of human reason. The defect
nf the theory lay In the tendency to get this ideal
in abstract antithesis over against the actuakand
hetorieal, An sdequate theory of rights wnd an
adequate theory of the Stute must pest upon a
philosophy of history.”

-

PREHISTORIC' GREECE.

RESTORED BY THE STUDY

OF ITS ART

HISTORY OF ART IN PRIMITIVE GREECE
Myeenlan Art. From the French of Georges
Perrot, Professor in the Faculiy of [etters,
Membar of the Institute, and Charles Chiples,
Hiustrated with Five Hundred and Forty-four
Engravings In the Text and Twenty Colored
Plates. In Two Volumes Vol. I pp. xlv, 628,
Vol I1, pp. xlv, 488 A, C. Armetrong & son.

The way to a comprehension of the earllest
culture of Greece leads through the tomb. Nt
only were the greater number of valuable relles
of primeval life found there, but the ruins of the
sepulchre mark the contrast between that lfe
and the one which followed but did not supe:-

sede it. M. Perrot has based hig theory for the
reconsiruction of the history and thought of the

Myeoenian period in part at least on the remark-
able studies of Erwin Rohde published under the
title of “Peyche” Long ago, In times when
Homer's poems were almost the only source of
knawledge respecting the Greeks of the ages pre-
coding the dawn of history on Aegean shores,
men were puzzled by the discrepancies betwern
the socla) conditlons and religlous bellefs attrib-
uted by the poet to his heroes and those which
were known toa he prevalent soon after thoge
heroes dlappeared. Tt was natural to ask how
the ancestor worshlp of historie Greece could
have ar'een without the knowledge of the poet,
how the local deitie® and local worships that wern
exigtent later could have come into belng under
the shadow of a national religion such ag he de-
pleted — in short, how  civilization could have
reached a higher plane In the historle period,
while the popular falth was #' & Slage #o0 much
lower than that of the Homerie poems. The ron-
tragt was seen to be all the more glaring when a
learned antlquarian, who was algo a man of
genius, like the author of the “Argonautica’
credited pre-Homerle heroes with the practices,
prefudioss and superstitions not of the liad and
the Odyasey, but of latér times. What was worse,
the poems of Homer contained contradictions. 1f
Ulysses had to travel to the end of the world to
ponverse with the shades the inference was that
he did this because he could evoke them no-
where elge; vet the ghost of Patroclus visited the
living Achilles, and Ulysges himaelf, calmly dis-
regarding the hopeless imprisonment In which he
found the wavering, vapory images of hls old ae-
quaintanceg, mocked them with the promise of &
gacrifice to be offered them when he got home,
He knew well enough, If Homer 15 right, that they
would torget him as soon as he departed. As for
soclal affaire, the difference betweeen the feudal
emplre idealized by Homer and the warring city-
statée of the historic age was Incalculable. The
only golutlon of all these difficulties, apparently,
was to suppose that the descriptions in the eplc
were Imaginary, and to fill the Greek prehistorle
period with conjectures ba=ed on the analogy of
other races. But this was not satlsfactory,
Traces were lucking of those long Intervals of
gavagery and barbariem so manifest in other
countries. Greece passed easily and quickly over
obstacles which had kepy back other nations for
thousands of years. That was as certain be-
fore the beginning of mode/n research as it s
now. The conservatism of the Orlent had no
counterpart in Hellénic history.

he key to the mystery was hidden in the
burlal places of Myvcenae and Hissarlik. Al nrst
ft wae overlooked. Schliemann and those who
shared his enthuslasm expected 1o uncover there
the relics of th* race which Homer celebrited
and to find the proofs that {1z religlons beliefs, lis
political customs and social practices were fust
what Homer said they were. This hope was
only partlally fulfilled. ‘The spade demonsirated
that the poet had not exaggerated the svonders
of the primitive Greek clvilization; but It alse
showed that he misunderstood some of the tradl-
tions which he inherited. He committed the

ITS HISTORY

error of which many a poet haa been gullty
since, of transferring the life of his own genera-
tlon 1o a past more or le=s remote. When he
had the clear guldance of tradition, for example,
a8 to the roval state of the Peluponnesian
princes, his descriptions were such as modern
archaeology cannot traverse, When he aseribed
the same gorgeoug state fu the chieftaing of
Troy he was In error. When he talked of fu-
neral pyres he fixed the locality to which he he
longed. but he did na describe the general prac-
e of the Greek world in his time, nor in that
of which he sang. This point, as to the burning
of the dead, 18 the pns upon which turne the
whole problem of restoring the history of Greek
life and art to a unity In which the stages of an
orderly evaolution can be diseorned. At first the
econvietion was general that the custom men-
tinmed by Homer must be the one looked for in
the burlal places of Mycenae. Every spot black-
ened by smoke Was deemed a new eviflience that
thig convictlon was correct. But gradually it
dawned upon investigators that all these traces
of smoke taken together would not answer for a
gingle funeral fire, while the conditicn In which
the honea of the dead were found precluded the
thought of cremation. Then the whole subject
came o H& true bearings. The Greeks of the
ecarliest period, ke other sedentary savages, hoad
buried thelr dead, and their avccessors continued
1his practice down through all the stages of
their evolutlon #s a race untll the Mycenian
POWer  WAR overthrown., The only canvulalon
wnown to Greek legend winleh could have de-
giroyed tils power WiIs that caused by the
Dorian luvasion, and to this was fdue also the
movement of the lonlans vack from European
ijreece 10 the shores of Asia whenve they had
first come,  Converted thus into a nomadle peon-
ple. unable for generations perhaps to nd places
where they could gettle in peice. the lonlan and
Acallan exiles forgot much that they once kKoew
and pdapted practices to which they had hither-
tn been gtrangers. They Ald torget thelr
art® nor their enterprise. The firat glances of
history find them engaged in wide cammeree and
n extensive schemes of eolonizgation, as WAS the
case with Miletus: cultivating philosophy in the
of Thales: sending musical experts (o
Buropean Greece, as in the case of Terpander,
and producing the flrst poeis and artiste of
Hellas, Meanwhile thelr journey had bLeen
nelther short nor easy, M. Perrot. following the
suggestions of Curtiue, Imagines them swarming
out of the Peloponnesus, sweeplng up against
the horders of Macedon and then southward and
castward Into Asia Minar. “At first the craze
for displicement was confined to those clans
that had been rooted out af their hablitations,
and whose regret for their Josgt native land was
aggravated by the hardship and the difficulty of
sottlement: hut ere long It apread evervwhere,
and attacked even such ns were permanently
settled, with more land, ton, than they knew
how to till.  The restiess impul#e of migration
was kept alive by the innate mability of the race,
the temptation which navigation held out for
rich settiements, such af the early emigranis-

%) rumor sald—had everywhere falind.”  These
epntonces may be colored by & vivid fancy, but
they have a background of truth, They revenl
comdltions which must have been fatal to many
cherlghed cusioms.

Ancestor worship requires f

a #ettled life on the par: £ it votavies, It
presupposes a wish in the deparied soul Lo hover
the places which it knew In and cspe-
the spit where the
A wandering teibe
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Maces. It
wrdinary burinl.  The # truv
in A hostiles contes According
was the reason why the dead wers burned
the Romane. M. Perrof, taking a hint from
Rohide, suppopes 1At A similar change from
burinl to burning took place among the migra-
tory tribes of (iresce it this “Reneral w andering
of the nations” which he degcribes. Thus the
suthor or authors of the Hameric pheme, Iving
in Axlm mt the conciusion of thile unsettiod porlod,
world have heen familiar with the practice of
gensrations immediately preceding, but not that
of times mare remots,

AN Armd
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Hut now attention must
be pald to the religious meaning for a folk that
kad only partiatly emerged from sasRgers of
surh a change in thelr customs. As long aE they
remained in settled homnes near the pliaces where
they burled thelr dead, thelr aldvance la oulture
was marked by the growing care which thay
ook of the tomb, They studied to mnke it per-
manent and secure, to beautify ti-—in shori o
make It a place which the shade might be glad
in viglt, They developed an elaborate ceremaony
tor funerals and a sacrificial oult by which to
keep themselves In favor with the dead, In
other words, they treated thelr tombs Hke tem-
ples and thelr dead like delties A dead prince
wak &tU1 in an lmportant gense the father of his
Hut when they took on migratory hab-

prople,
to fed the presence of their

its, they ceased
dead. When they had reduced the body to a
heap of ashes, they found It less caFy Lo imagine
the shade returning to them in the shupe which
they know in life. They came evan to dread its

return, and the funeral games tank on o new
meaning; instead of helng given in honor of the
dead an invitation to dwell among hls peuple,
these now became a means of placating him and
of Insuring his entrance to the Unseen Land
whence he never could return,  This 1s exnctly
what the shade of Patraclus sald to Achilles;
and Elpenor at the entvance of Haders met Ulys-
ses with & threat to enforce his demand for due
runeral rites. Imprisoned In a remote reglon, the
dead lost thelr divine character, and the poels of
the Homerie clrele fell back upon those deities
whase fame wias more gereral. They gave uni-
versa! meaning to ldeas and personages whose
influence had hitherto been VARUs or Himdred
For the same reason, the affection which their
aneestors had cherlghed for a parth wlar reglnn
they now transferred to the whale of Greece,
A national 1deal such as Greece was neveg des-
tined to reallze was revenled in tAe ITlad, This
Ideal was ralsed upon a foundation which was

actual and substantial. Mycenme, which seemed |

ta the wanderers in Asla the centre of Greek
power and of all the heauty which the Greek
mind was capahle of crenting,  had  been
within the memory of men a rich and wonderful
¢lty. To those with whom it was a reonal ar
inherited reminiscence It was far richer and
mare wonderful, and Its princes were far granfler
and more powerful than they had ever Leen In
reality. In its own place it fell into decay and
partial oblivion, The authorlty of g ruies be-
came & fictlon. But the process of artistlc and
soelal evolution which it had carrled on until its
strength falled was carrled further in the distant
reglons to which its votarles were driven. U'nder
Its shadow untutored Dorlan savages began
rudely to  imitate it The fugitive folk
turned with dellght to the traditions of a
past which It had shared. Its poets re-
memberad the citles that had once been
great, and thelr verges pointed to the very spots
where modern Investigation has been most richly
rewarded. The poets were Aslatics only by the
accldent of birth; thelr poems all refer to Eurc-
pean Hellas; and the communities to which they
belonged felt their near relationship to the men
of Tiryns, Mycenae, Amyclae, Cnosus, lalysus
and Orchomenus. They forgot many things and
they confused things that were earlier with those
that were later. But this was because the art
of writing, already anclent in Mesopotamia and
Egypt, had not vet reached them in a form
adapted to literary use. It is possible, indeed,
tor the poets to havé hud an alphabet, but not
for those singers and story-tellera of an earlier
time who had handed down the traditions. For
the time that elapsed between the fall of Lhose
chieftains who anee ruled the Paloponnesus and
the right beginnings of the 1llad and the Odys-
pey was long. There is no better proof of this
tact than the change from burlal to burning in
disposing of the dead, “Changes In matlers per-
talning to religious dogmas are among the slow-
eat to be effected In any community, Centurles
must have elapsed, therefore, ere men could be
persusdsd to relinquish the earller rite and mc-

cept the later version of the etarnel
which surrounds the grave.'

It is indispensable that the links in thiz chain
connecting primitive Greece with the Greece of

history should be perfect and continuous; for |

mystery I res

the land was =ubject to many infpences from |

‘without. Early ard late the Phoeniclan crulsed
along its shores in his trading vessel, bartering

for raw material the trifles of clever workman- |

ship which were to serve the Greeks as sug-

gestions for thelr

Tiny Intaglios found In unearthing Argive towns

own Improvement In the arts, i

ghow traces of Assyrian influence, and there Is |

not & little both In art and legend that looks
toward Egypt. One neecds the assurance that
these anc.ent workmen of Mycenae and Tiryus
were Greeks In arder to accept wil that s said
about thelr ariginality: for one does not need o
be told that in later times whatever the Gireeks
borrowed they made thelr own.  Here agiin
the tomb comes In evidence The pecullar form
of those walled cavities shat looked like the
intertor of @ vast heehive was common 10 all
the centrea of the so-called Mycenian art, Thelr
more antlque eounterparts are to he found about
Mount Sipyles, in Phrygla, and legend, when 1t
told of Pelope and hi= removal from Phivghly to
Mycenar, alluded to a real migration of Asjatle
Greeka to Burope. But the dome-shaped tombs
of Phrygie, diminutive and risle, give no more
than a hint of what the Greek architect found
it possible to accompilsh 1 the real tomb was
as riehly  ornamented  with ng M,
Chiplez's proposed restoration of the so<called
Treasury of Atreus, and If the dome was lined
with plates of shining bronze as he would have

seuipture

k41, then the finished siructure was a sublerrd-

wean palace.  Putting one’s self in the pliie
of thoee (o whom all this barbarle  mag-
nifleenes was gacron, U ie not hard to understand
why no traces of tenples belonging to the Myeo-
pian perlod have been dound. Such a tomb was
itself a temple, Aside from the natural Inference

tore to the histerical Imagination a thousand

long missing from the annals of a race in

YEATA
- ral tralt and dulnegs

which genjug reemed a natu
the exreption.
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SIXTY YEARS AGO.

AMERICAN LIFE THEN AND NOW,
DOMESTIC MANNERS OF THE AMERICANS.
Two vols. vo,, pp. xix, 803,

Hy Mrs, Trollope.
and vi, a4, Dodd, Mead & Co.

Perhaps Americans have s0 tar outgrown their
first childishness as to be abe 1o consider with
some degres of calmness the criticlsms  which
slxty vears ago aroused their patriotie indignation.
When Mrs, Trollope vigited the United States the
speclous philasophy of Jefferson, glovified In the
uneouth assertiveness of Jackson, held full sway.
The backwoods had conquered the dignified tra-
Mitlon of Paritanism. John Quiney Adams hed
heen henten hcause Lo wai 10D much of a gentle-
man” Like a humptious boy, aware of his Imma-
surity, yet compelled 1o play the man, the younyg
Weat wong exiremely sepsitive to the
uht to make sure his
loud proclamation

glant of the
apinion of his elders, aml =0
somewhat Jdoubtful position by

of hls accomplishments The 'nited States dil
| not start ou with aggressive commofiness, New-
whicrh Mra. T ope did not visit (elze

England,

modited her  views,

ghe might somewhnt hove

| never was cntirely glven up to that jealonsy af
| digtinetion. The Washingrons, Hamiltons  and
Marshalls, who were the roal moulders of our
(Government, were not  gposties of thenretical
demoeritey, but  were proscessive Anglo-Baxone,

| adapting well-tried Institut

that lts worship was given to the splrits of the |

dead who rested there and the few indications
of & sacrificial service there Is nothing to ln-
dieate the thought of primitive Greeee respecting
the gods or the ritual by which thelr favor was
sought. M. Perrot appeals again o the Titad to
show that the pational divinities of Hellas were
well established and were already of ancient
renown.  But it must he remembered that two or
threa centuries make an interval long enough
for the Inception and growth of a religion. It
the views of Homer and hig contemporaries as
to the dead had heen completely transformed
within the period of migration ecaused by the
In;lnu conquest, surely many vagaries of po-
Iythelsm might have been worked ont In the
same time. The pantheon of the Mycenlang may
have heen A simple one  That they had a e -
deas answering to Aphrodite, who was herself

only the Hellente refinement of the ides more |

conrsely expressed (n the Istar, 1sis, Ashtoreth,
Nann, Mylitta or Zarpanit of Orlental fancy. is
eortaln.  Rude idols tha: can have nther
meaning have been found in eonslderable num-

' hers, She WAS Sometines necomprris d by doven,
a fxed attribute of the classical Aphrodite The
Myeenian is voleeless for the modern. He coutd
not label his gods with a rame, hecanse he had

words or syllablez or letters, amnd
glgn that he worshipped the
later Hellenes - Zens, o sKy

no signe for
has jeft
greater @ods

of

he

» ®oul; Apolio, the sun god, or Ares, god of wal

Hut thess may have been worshipped i s vedl
groves, to which Homer fraquently alluded That
viun bee

the goaddess of love had her temple

ferred from geld ornaments pepresenting Fae ylea
on the corner® of which are doves.  But M. Per-
anvihing

more than

biy=the-

s CltLious T aRsort

Hitte gold

st
this

way, war foum! in &

that vrwent which
s imibles the

tomnly o pran e

riainly meant
In this mat-

s

a bulliting which was
mortals rather than for

national religion mnin
hetwesn the specimens of Myceninn
teaching= of Homerie The
mame of Homer were
They might well b
of ¥ingers who made

at Tiryus
fuir

Rind

of ths fes the
rrEpaAney

anil the VT s

an
proets who pass vnder the
nothing If not patrioth

ampared o the multitud
ffermany ring with the note of unlon long be fore
the establshment of the federal

pire, The Mycenian periwl goemed (o them a
golden age and they hoped (o bring about
newnl of (he feeling by which they imagined all
Greoce had been unlted, 1 they had nor alto-
gother forgotten the loeal divipities whom thoir
awn ‘mmediate ancestors worshipped, they still
choge to Ignore them in behalf of the expanding
fulth which all Greeks confessed n whole or in
part. I the servies of the Olvmplan g e lay
the strongest motlve of Hellenle unlon, If this
was the theory of the time, it wae doomed to dis-

prresent o=

appointmint.  The Greeks  bPecame  practically
uniform in religlon: they submitted to ecrtaln
weak bonds like that of the Amphictyons; they
gladly fraternized at the nattonal games: bul

they were long In agreeing to any politl al syee
em more compiieated tan that of the clty-
Htate. Below the worship of the MNvmplans, the
sucrifices to the dead were persistently offerod,
Thus the process of religious developrient which
woerned hrok In Homer wes In veallty
never interrupted, The Gireek, whe had been an
ancestor worshipper in prehistork W
atill the same under Roman tmperiallgn

Pearing in mind that Greck unity was a matter
of race and not of political artifies, one can
understand more ciearly the value of that varied
mans of detafls which M, Perrot has gathersd
and arranged. A classification of the speciiens
shows that while the lost effarts of Mycenian
arl foreshadowed the achisvemente of clussival
times, it reached back by rude and ruder forms
1o the art of the (slands, best represented in the
examples recoversd from Thera, and this aider
workmanship polnted to the sthll more anclent
relica of Hissarllk, Thus, If Hissarldk hie the site
of Troy and if the Hud hos o historte buasis,
then the Trojan war must have taken place long
before the aoclety of Myeense reachel lis most
polshed and fuxurlons estate, Geologists have
something to eny on ths point, There was onee
a voloanie eruption which destr part of the
leand of Thera. It 18 =a'd !h:“ﬂu valamity

to be

timeas,

must have occurred ot least 2000 venrs bofore
the Chelstian ern. Bt the archale NMouses of
Thera were found beneath the voleanle over-
flaw. Haw tong before that eruption the slege

But
rich

of Troy occurred can be  guessel
whun pataces and goldsmith's work and
garments are deseribed in the THad, or the Odys-
aey, the verges refer not o times of savagery, but
to those later ages when the citles of the Pelo-
ponnesus were at thele bost, These things are
not as sure a2 they might be If we had them
from the pen of Thucydides; but the study of the
objects recovered from the tombs has given them
a wonderful alr of versstmitlitude, The gradual
advance In skl from the rudeness of the stone
to the beauty and specuracy and realistic freedom
of the bulls depleted on tee famous cups found
at Vaphlo—from the Indesoribably rude idols
which hinted at the atiributes of humanity, but
guve no semblance of It to a scuiptured head
thut foreshadowed the features of the historic
Greek; from meagre huts to the orngle palaces,
gome peeullarities of which were to be repeated
in the proudest works of Athens—I® a matter
the welght of which evea the dullest gtudent of
mare literary records must feel. The stages of
the transition cun be seen In Important detalls,
illustrated, for example, by an elaborate study In

these volumes of the orlgin of Dorlc agpehiteci-
ure, and particularly of the evolution® of the
entablature, which at first needlessly reproduced
In stone all the features that were the unavold-
able accompaniment of the use of wood. After
following the author and the artist through the
innumerable windings of thelr theme, one |a
almost ready Lo see In certaln specimens of the
art which they celebrate an  anticipation of
studles the mos! rvemote from the domain of
plastic expression,

The translation I8 ot worthy of the work.
Small errors, ke “Pisistrodae”™ for “Pisistra-
tidae,” “Paleothie” for “Faleolithic,” “Achylles'”
for “Achilles,” arve too pamercus to  mentlon,
French dioms also distract the rveader's atten-
tion—for example, 2 reflexive verh, as in the
clause, “a Dorie tereple had bullt lselr,” where
the correct English would be, “a Dorle temple
had been built.” Hut these are small blemishes
in a book that by text and |Hustrations serves to

anLy

ons to new conditions,

The Revolution waa fought, not for abstract prin-
ciples, but in defence of vested rights, The teach-
{nes of Roussenn became later in this country the
dreamers anid then the vecabulary of

lea af
Anid thelr wordg foli on frultful soil.

1 e
demagogues,
The frontlersman hus no blessings of paternalisny,
Lil must be sufelont to himeelf. The woulda tearh
him his supremacy, and the philosaphy which ile-
it grows up unformulated in his mind. He

vla
has never seen his superior in the things that
come in his way, He hears that he has none,

Naturally  he believes, and is found “acorning re-
finemonts waleh he lacks himself”

The picture which this Englishwoman drow of
Amersn wias not an agreeahle one,  Bhe naturally
found @ Western town in the process of evolution
from a stump patch not much to her liking. After
her study she frankly avowed: I do not like
them. | do not lile their principles. 1 do not
like thelr manners. [ do not ke thelr apintons:”
and for the modt part her convictions were Lased
on esperlence, not on prejudice.  Home of her
eriticlams wers not well tounded, Her defence of
custe wis o traditional confession of falth which
would sound queer in Hritain to-day. Her views
of a State Church seem almost ridiculous, even
allowing the truth of her plotures af the religious
condition of America. The present state of the
churches on both = : of the ocean Dest answers
her contention.  Her ifeas of what the Fathers of
e Constitution really meant to accomplish were
excendingly erude, though perhaps not more so than
those of many of her American compoers, Home
Wastern wiavs which merited hor displeasure have
been outgrown.  Women are no longer the nonen-
tities she found them. She predi tmd much im-
pravertent “should the women of America ever
digrover what thelr power might be ' They have
diseovered and all Hurope confesses to their fas-
eclnation Men and women have ceased to eschew
pich other's soclety, and the fat-chested wankling
with blank intelligence is not the typleal glrl of the
present.  We are not ungeidal, as she thought us,
It 15 bard 1o belleve that we were ungenial then,
The strugele for fresdom had meant too mich,
Indian raids from the Canada frontier and the
war brought about by unjist ARRression on the sen
(o wdmit of general cordiality to

wors too recent

the English eritie For the best of reasons genlal-
ity was o Hitle ton much for Hritons to expedct,
It must have existed anmong the prople themeelves.
An alliod trait, the vasy-going habit of allowing
nne self 10 he imposed upon W ithout resentment,
oxcept for eomplatnt in The offenler’'s ahsence, s
neted (0 its beginnings Bipte then it has as-

amed alarmng proportiens, and may be ranked
as a4 npational vice. W hether it be good nature
or laxy selfishness, |t hne certainly developed bad
workmen, had servants, had government, and has
Inwerml the value of character by permitting the
weveptance of debased moral currency.

To-duy we are able to conslder Mra, Trollope's
strictures, not as parsanal criticlsms, bul as ques-
Hons of fact: perhape we may even so far exerclse
introspecilon wa to see |f some of the things whe

it ot teur of us sl even wid the niided
refinement of half a4 eaptury. Hers a detall, there
uslon was érroneous; but for the most part

a4 ol
st saw clearly, and, If she judged harshiy, at the
same time she judged justly, Americang boastad
af thelr sdicstion, but as a mass were utterly with-

e ad il-Warld frippery every-
uy h arned, Nor have they
who has heard a learned pra-

changed entire.y.
i Doctor of Divinity within a decade pro-
the reading of Chaucer “pedantle affecta-

nuauince

tlan™ |s not &t ol surpriged at M Trollope's sa-
vunt who thought the Queen Anne's men “entirely
gone Lyt and found nothing but obacenity In Shake-
spoara, And the ¥ of a young #chool comes now
from Baston, proclaiming the Intelligence of the
prairie cabing to be the final court of literature.
Lio idens, of the pretence too ldeas, prevail In the

United States? Diffusion of knowledge |% something
highly prizsd but = It an unmixed biessing to
such @ way as to make com-
The Gresk dil not think

t be
have
moners the standard?

ioeonferrel

wiletment thit the traveller hrings

It 1s ut
igainei AT paanners and a most convinelng
array of facte with which ghe secures convietlon.

It s o repulsive pleture hardly to have been oxX-

proted from @ womin's pen, and the shiame was that

the original shoull huve been foreed

inan 4 woman's

eyves, The wonder |3 that from snch i basis of vul-

arity,  Intemperinios  And  coarspiioss thers came
the decent, If not wars pallshed, respectability
wilch to-day cNaracierizes the American ns
a white, Oniy a gosd deal of stern and woidd virtue
could have brought it forth at sl from that seml-
tarbarism of backepals ie. A day's contact with
w crowi of the present, 12 drinking, Its splt-
ting, a4 resentment t and Iia frequent
tack of peorsonal ¥ i Jeaves an  experiencs
which caises < vt the thought of what must
have Neen the megting v cmnpany of traders

| steamboat I 18X

thoug il morality low, Other
poople might push néutenees 1o the verge of hon-
bt nobody but fhe vmoericang would be found
honsting of 1 And 1 omust be wdmitted that the
favor ed 1o the succesgful sharper and the
tendency not 0 quastion how money s obtalned s
t (% obtatped within the leder of the law

ling a4 It
are, though not parti larly American, al ieast char-

on i Miss
or  Huiael

el planter
Bhe

ety

acterlstte of American soclety. It s trite Lo aay
that the same elasthe coile of morals applies o our
Mrs, Trollope complalred thet the most

pulities
intelifgent clagses “mix w wdrously littie with the
high matters of state, which they seem (o leave
rather suplnely to ther tallors and tinkers” The
same ¢ry govs gp on every hand still, except that it
% not eolored by cliss prejudice, but I8 based on
thee too frequent  predominance permitted to the
viclous, both in the higher and lower prders of so-
clety, “let every man have a hamd in making the
Laws, and no man be troubled about Keeplng them,"
was her interpretation of the popusar spirit: and the
calm acquiescence which Is yet manifested In all
Finda of lawlessness, from lynching In the West and
fraudulent elections in the South to curparation laot-
Ing in Wall Street and general lack of obedlence 1o
mandelpid ra-!su:.lilumi by even the respectable eltl-
2ons In our cities, maksa her words seem prophetie
s well as deseriptive.

She thought our Governipent exaetly ftted to us,
because we and (U were £ bad, Matthew Arnold
held the same opinlon, but for reasons much more
flattering tu us.  Faults ol governmont reflect faults
of the pla, but a good system h.fo s adjusted Lo
thelr virtues. The American Copstitution s so ad-
Justed and has shown {ts ada tatlon to the country
theongh many trials and 1is ahility to represent the
highest patriotism, international maora)ty and the

best ideair, as well us what was “rude and rou,

and nolsy.” It s h»opuiar government with both t’fu
good and the ev which come (rom abaence of
Classes. That there could be any good without
classes was what Mre, Trolope could never rully
belleve, “If refinement once cieeps among them,”
sald she, “if they once learn to chng to the graces
the honors, the chivalry of life, then we shall say
farewell o  American c-iuuuty." We have not
learned all of grace and chivalry to be desired, per-
hang, but we have learned sometbing more of them
I balf a century. Yet friendiy relatlonships stlll ex-
jug which transcend bartlers of worldly station In a

wity posaib.e only among a peopie bred to
il n.-f’,ﬂ»u. le who really beleve that Ihflnl'nt":l‘l.l:
A measured soiely by thelr own qualities, The native-

born o zens practised demoeracy without
between rich and pooar.  Furo 1‘." the {ltli:lllr“;ﬁ:{:
has turned o class hatred 4 means to reach
the inevitable levelllng of ranks, and the graft ng
ils I‘P‘\TI 1n;pulrrrd np;ril uf I--vll on cur healthy, home-
grown principles of equidity is 1} e 0 .'
w'rt|h” e n;bl.ll‘ Haw II‘I l!lﬂ‘lfl.l il o
W publiskers have been wine in br!
this reprint of Mra ‘Prollope’s \-:niunmt. .:\I% .I":n“h::’:
for years been dificult to fond: for they have u
permanent paice in Ameriean soclal history. They
might folow up this good deed by I‘cpuhlllglhs the
u:'t:rh ;lltull'h“n”:m"{‘ eritle of our country, Captaln
o !, whose "“Travels in h ica”
igolopBds 1 « Norith Ameriea” have

h !

| thing were being done for

| wiila

Mr. W, D. Howells has wriiten a noveletts to
which he has given the suggestive title of “A Circle
in the Water,” from the line In Shakespears's
“Henry VI1,” “Glory s like a circie In the
water.” The story is to appear in “Seribner’s Maga~
zine.” -

The ex-L'bris fad as yet knows no hounds, apd
books for the delight of its upholders multiply
apace. For a whiie It seemned as though everye
the history of the craze
and nothine for its practical side, but tbis Is no
longer the case. Mr. John Vinycomb, distingulshed
as an antiquarian, has contributed to & growing list
1 volume devoted exclusively to the processes used
In the production of bookplates. It Is surprising
10 learn how many processes there are, almost as
surprising as It is Lo discover the antlquity of the
bookplate. But It needs to be sald that there nevep

| was In the past any such nongensical way of regard.

ing the bookplate as the way of the latter day “cols
lector.” Formerly n bookplate wais usged Lo pregerve
a mark of ownership and a beautiful decoration
in a book. Now the “decoration” |s about all that
is sought for, and men make serapbooks of the
specimens they can buy, exchange, or wake from any
book that falls In (helr way, no matter how valuge
ble. A bookplate ought never to be scpoarated from
the hook for which 10 was first made; but it = ulle
tu say this to u modern addlst, i

Mr. Edmund (losse had a grievance in connection
with hls pookplate. He compiains that he ls com-
upually getting letters from his own countrymen
or from Americans asking for his bookplate and
offering one i exchange, He declares that he will
glve collectors anything they ask for In reason,
but not his bookplate, this, he houls, belng an artl-
cle which is no more “'to be gwopped” than a hand-
werehief—an Individual porsession intended to des
note that the book In which it is placed belongs
to one person and that person only.

——

wamerican Commonwealth” cannot be
purchasged In Russia, the censor belng very careful
to keep so splendid a lesson in republicanism out
of the hands of his countrymen.

Bryce's

Thoreau's verse was small In quantity and not of
great significance; but it had a quiet music and
wildwood fragrance that make It dear to many of
those whao delight also in hle prose. We are glad
to note that several of his unpublished poems of
nature have lately been discovered and are Lo be
published In the March “Seribner.”’

Mr. Aubrey Heardsley s described as weall man-
nered and unaffected and abie 1o talk sensibly of
books, pletures and men. This pleasant quality of
good sense he seems to have lost for the momeat

when he told an acqualntance not long ago that be
contemplated changing his style, “fearing lest he
found & school.” There is certainly no foundation
far this fear, for even his caricaturists are few. The
best of them may be seen in the newest *Punch"™
in a sketch reproduced here,

A lterary edition In sixtesn volumes of R. L.
Stevenson's prose works is announced by the Herib
ners, It is to be a popular eliton, at a price not
teo large for the average reader.

Roberts Brothers are also bringing out a new ed
tion of those volumes of Stevenson published some
time ago by them. This edition In five volumes in-
cludes “Travels With a Donkey in the Uévennes,”
vAn Inland Voyage™ *“The Silverado Squatters,”
*Treasure Island,” “Prince Otto.”

In each volume of an edition of Stevenson's works
which the guthor gave to his friend and physicias,
pr. Trudeau, he wrote a special dedication; and
“The Book-Buyer” presents these to the publle,
“Underwoods” has this couplet:

Bome day or other (‘tis a general curse)
The wisest author stumbles into verse.

“Prince Otta” s introduced by these lines with
their ingenious rhyme:
This is my only love tale, this Prince Otto,
Which some folks like to read and others not te.
And this merry query accompanied the “Travels
with a Donkey”:

It blew, It rained. it thuwed, It snowed, It thundered,
Which was the Donkey? 1 have often wondered.

Mr. Stevenson's last story, “St. Ives' s to be
published soon by Stona & Kimball,

The new blography of John Addington Symonds,
complled by hig friend Horatlo Brown from the
noted writer's papers and correspondence. i€ rich
in anecdotes, for Symonds kept a careful record of
most of the happenings of his life. He even
1o make copies of letters he had written to friends,
poilshing the epistle In this second edition and
thereby giving himself good lierary exerclse, as he
thought, besldes making his correspondence serve aa
# Journal, Some of the best of hia recollections ars

those which concern the much revorenced and ever
delightful Jowett, Symonds says: “1 think 1 took
a letter from my father to the great, mysteriously
reverenced man, 1 found him dozing in an armchair
over a dying fire, . . He roused himaelf, looked
ot the letter, Jooked at me. and sald half dreamily,
‘f do not know your father Then after an awhs
ward pause he rose and added, ‘Goodby, Mr. Sy-
mongla,’ ™

This tale ‘s one of a thousand toll to show the
appalling way that the Master of Balllol had with
him: vet Symonds emded, as every other Oxford man
dsl, by resarding Jowett with not only respect but
affection. The translator of Plato had one of those
personalitios which draw men to them against thelr
He reminds one of Carlyle in his strange
blend of forbidding with engaging qualities

—

An English ofifcer of the revolutionary days la the
hera of the novel which Mr. Gitber. Parker hins cole
cributed to *The Atlantie’ The story is (o b
called *The Seuts of the Mighty.”

-

The late Profersor Jevonsa's conclusion wlrer long
study of the tabor question was that no Pl and
fast rules ceuld be lald down for the fnterference
of the State with labor. This conelision, as many
readers will remember, 18 to be tound In hiz work
on *The State In Relation to Labor” A third ol
tion of this book with footaotes bringiog tho mats
ter up to date s an the Macmillan press. The edl
tor, M. Cabahé, contributes an iatroduction on
“rhe Present Aspect of Some of the Maln Features
of the Labor quvslluq.‘_'__ o

Some new novels announced by Roberts Brotherm
are Mr. Louls Pendloton's “Sone of Ham' —a siofy
of the New South; Mr. Grant Allen's “The Womas
Who Did and “Prince Zaleskl” by M. P shiel

Mr. Hayden Carruth’s beief humorous siotches,
which have heen appearing i “Harper's Weekl
under the ttle of “The Adventuces of Jones” are
soon to be sent forth in book form, The Harpers
anpounce the funny Httle volume as nearly ready.

Mr. Leé Gellienne cails the critles who don't ap=
prove of his productions “The lijerary homicides
whose howls of torment will be tie only ciariond
their fame.’™

—_———

Guorges Ohnet has completed a naw novel, bearing

the title “The Woman In Gray.”

Clur Engiiah crities are continually philosophising
about American humor, The [ates: commentator=
in “The Quarterly Review'—indutges his mood nus:

One #et of clrcumstance checked, another fos

11"4 the growth of humor in tae New World, Out
of the shock of the oppasing tides anrerged 1’?0 mat-
ter-of-act, dry, sarcastic character of tha ntioﬂs
product. Puritan grimness pestrained the flow
anlmal spirits, enforced the dusy of concealing I'Wﬁ
ulous Idens, and so determined Its tltwul':i cove
churacter, Al the same time the meeting sAvog-
ery and civilization sharpened to their keensut

the sende 6f Incongraitles, the wr"cgllon of cone
cealed annlogies, the appreciation of hidden resem=
blancer, The nutive wil bears upon It the stamp
of the Influences of two coptend {ng loroes The

broad buffoonery whieh ofien doss duty for it 1s not

w Nautlonul product, though the altempt 10 0
{he sanction o Lilloa. i'"ml“l‘t'g (o e 1y
epresents one offect, and no

leasing one, of this union of natural fumc lon
[aherited sternness
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